O’Hara Catholic School

Enter to learn. Go forth to serve.

Mission Statement

O’Hara Catholic School, as an extension of the family
and as an instrument of Christ, is dedicated to
developing the whole child in a secure and nurturing
environment. Our mission is to prepare students to
strive for excellence spiritually, academically, physically
and socially, and to be lifelong learners with strong
Catholic values.

Message from Fr. Mark
Gift of Grace Makes Sainthood Possible

Heroes and heroines tell us more about the society
that recognizes them than about the individuals
themselves. They tell us about the likes and
dislikes, the prejudices and principles, and the
values and priorities of the society in which we
find them. A hero or heroine could be a public
servant, an athlete, a spiritual figure, or a rock
star. They are often the result of a crisis or tragedy,
and it seems that no authentic hero or heroine
ever set out to be one.

When John F. Kennedy was asked how he
became a World War Il hero, he said: "It was
involuntary. They sank my boat." Similarly, Ralph
Waldo Emerson suggested that “a hero is no
braver than ordinary people, but he is simply
braver for five minutes longer." When boats sink
and danger looms and five minutes seems like an
eternity, heroes are born!

Pope Benedict XVI has asked us this year to
recognize and honor one of our heroes: St. Paul,
an unlikely candidate early in his life. Like most
saints, St. Paul did not seem to be the stuff from
which heroes are made, but that is the point. He
was a very common, ordinary person made extra
ordinary by grace. The faith that focused his life
and motivated his decisions finally gave him an
identity as an Apostle of Jesus Christ.

We have some things in common with St.
Paul: many of us are unlikely candidates for
heroism or sanctity, and an honest look at our
lives would leave the conclusion that few of us
have the stuff that makes heroes or heroines. Yet
we have that second element which changes it
all. We have grace, the pure gift of God who has
called us and made us His own. Grace sustains all
fathers and mothers in raising their children; grace
brings a man and woman into a holy union of
marriage; grace sustains our
priests, deacons and Religious;
and grace inspires the whole
O’Hara community to be
brave as we approach the
future months and years.

We may not be braver than
everybody else; there may
be times when we think we
can't go on for evenone
more minute . .. and it is
then that we will go for five!
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O’Hara’s Rich History
of Catholic Tradition
and Education

This coming January will mark
more than the dawn of a new year:

It will be the beginning of O’Hara’s
120-year anniversary celebration!

O’Hara was founded in 1889 as the parish school for St. Mary Catholic
Church. The Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus & Mary staffed the
school for more than 70 years, starting in 1916.

In 1968, the school moved to its larger and present location
(formerly St. Francis High School) and was called St. Mary School. In
1971, it became the first “area school” in Oregon. In 1978, the school’s
name was changed to reflect its diverse area of service and to honor
Archbishop Edwin Vincent O’Hara who was instrumental in developing
a strong focus on the mission of Catholic education. Serving nine
parishes in Lane County, O’Hara continues the tradition of providing
Catholic education for 520 students in Pre-School through 8th grade.

We look forward to sharing in the celebration of our history and
abundant blessings with all of our families and friends!

Making A Difference for Our Children,
Our Faith and Our Church

Catholic schools provide a faith-based education that cannot be found
anywhere else, and they instill in our children the morals and values
that are the foundation of the Church. Students at O’Hara Catholic

School represent the future sustainability of our parishes, as well as

the continuing tradition of the Church. As a Catholic community, we
cannot afford not to provide and promote Catholic education.

The Annual Appeal is the Foundation’s one and only fundraising
effort each year. Like most Catholic schools, tuition does not cover
the total cost of educating a child and the school holds its own
fundraisers to help bridge that gap. However, many families still need
financial assistance and generous donations by supporters like you
are making it possible for O’Hara to provide a Catholic education for
as many families as possible. These gifts are changing students’ lives
by providing them a Christ-centered curriculum and by preparing
them for high school, college and beyond.

Please join us in our calling to continue the tradition of Catholic
education: Make an investment
in the future of our Faith and
tomorrow’s leaders. Your support
ensures that generations to come
will enjoy the benefits of an
education at O’Hara Catholic
School.
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O’Hara Catholic School Pledge Form
Enclosed is my/our donation of $
I/we pledge $ per month for ___ months.
| Christ the Teacher Circle ($85,000-$99,999) [ | Holy Family Circle ($70,000-$84,999)
| Pope Benedict XVI Circle ($55,000-$69,999) [ | Holy Names Circle ($41,000-$54,999)
| Archbishop O’Hara Circle ($25,000-$40,999) [ | Monsignor Murnane Circle ($10,000-$24,999)
| Pastor’s Circle ($5,000-$9,999) [ ] Principal’s Circle ($2,500-$4,999) [| Cardinal Club ($1,000-$2,499)
L] Gold Club ($500-$999) [ ] Maroon Club ($100-$499) [ | Friends of O’Hara (Up to $99)
I/we would like our donation to be applied to:
| Tuition Assistance (Scholarship Endowment) | Programs | Facilities || Greatest Need
If no box is checked your donation will be applied to the Tuition Assistance Fund (Scholarship Endowment).
Name:
Address: City, State, Zip:
Phone: E-Mail:
Affiliation(s) with O’Hara Catholic School (check all that apply)
[ ] Alumni—Year: [ ] Maiden Name; [ ] CurrentParent [ ] Faculty/Staff

L] AlumniParent—Year(s): [ | Grandparent [ Parishioner—Parish:

(] Friend of O’Hara [ | Anonymous

Payment Method:
|| Check: Please make checks payable to O’Hara Catholic School and mail to 715 West 18th Avenue, Eugene, Oregon 97402.

(] Credit Card: NOTE: You may also download the form from www.oharaschool.org, print and fax it to 541-484-9138.

| Visa ] Mastercard Name (as it appears on card):

Card Number: Expiration Date:

Card Billing Address (if different than above): City, State, Zip:
Signature: X

Donations are 100% tax deductible. Donors are listed in future newsletters. Is it okay to publish your name? [ | Yes[ ] No
L] I'would like to learn more about Planned Giving opportunities. Please contact me.

| My employer, , will match my gift with an additional $

. (Please enclose matching gift form.)

Thank you for your generous gift and for showing your faith in Catholic education!



